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WHETHER YOU’RE ON THE FRONT LINES OR IN THE LINE OF DUTY, NOTHING COMPARES
TO THE FN 509© COMPACT MRD. WITH ITS UNPARALLELED MODULARITY, STRIKER-FIRED 9MM PERFORMANCE
AND A PATENTED LOW-PROFILE OPTICS MOUNTING SYSTEM THAT LEADS THE INDUSTRY IN COMPATIBILITY.
YOU CAN REST EASY KNOWING YOU’RE NOT JUST CARRYING A FIREARM.
YOU’RE CARRYING THE FUTURE OF THE WORLD’S MOST BATTLE-PROVEN FIREARMS.
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CARRY THE FUTURE"

#FNFirearms
Visit fnamerica.com to find your nearest retailer.
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All New Vehicles. All New Solutim!g, -

Havis has invested extensively in the development and re-design of
mobile solutions for the 2020 Ford Police Interceptor Utility vehicle.
Our updated, innovative suite of rugged products provides law-enforcement
professionals with critical Dash to Trunk features to safely and
comfortably focus on the road, case, or scene.

Comfort. Safety. Quality.

HAVIS

www.havis.com
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Toll free 866-344-HAIX (4249) www.haixusa.com

HAIX® North America Inc.
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B EDITORIAL

CLOSING CASES

DAVID GRIFFITH

David.Griffith@PoliceMag.com

WITH TECHNOLOGY

New tools for analyzing images, DNA samples, ballistics, and
video are helping agencies speed up the investigative process.

ON THE TV police procedurals felony cases are solved in 45 min-
utes by detectives who have technology the military would
envy. When they need to capture detail such as a license plate
number in a blurry photo taken at night, all they have to do is
say “enhance it.” When they need to go through millions of fin-
gerprints, the right one is found in minutes. When they need
DNA results from the lab, there is no backlog.

Of course, real-world criminal investigations do not work
like that. Closing some cases can be a long slog of interviews
and re-interviews, crime scene reports, and enough paper-
work and digital files to kill a redwood forest and choke a
cloud server.

Investigations often take many hours of painstaking labor
just to develop leads. But that may be changing. We are seeing
the development and refinement of high-tech tools that can
help investigators clear their caseloads much quicker. These
tools have been spotlighted at the last several International
Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP)
shows and they are now making their
presence felt in the profession.

You can learn more about these new
investigative technologies this month
in Managing Editor Melanie Basich’s
cover feature: “Closing Cases with New
Investigative Technologies” on page 38.
Butlet’s discuss them here for a bit.

One of the most effective and most controversial law en-
forcement technologies is facial recognition. Practical auto-
mated facial recognition technology has been around for more
than two decades. In the years after 9/11 it was used to try to
identify known terrorists in the nation’s airports and transit
centers. Those systems were prohibitively expensive for most
local law enforcement agencies.

Now facial recognition tools are much less expensive and
many local departments are using them to search for common
criminals instead of terrorist masterminds. These systems can
compare still images and even video with databases of images
collected by law enforcement. Getting a hit on such a system
is not enough evidence for an arrest, but it can help an investi-
gator develop a lead and identify a person who can be investi-
gated further.

Facial recognition is one of the most useful tools available
to overwhelmed law enforcement investigators. And it is one of
the most misunderstood. Community activists want it banned
because it can yield false “hits” and because they claim the
systems discriminate against people with dark skin. Banning
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Providing law enforcement
with tools to speed up the

investigative process is
more critical now than ever.

these systems would rob law enforcement of a force-multiplier
that makes investigators much more efficient. So it’s important
for police agencies to educate people on how this tool is being
used, what it can and can’t do, and how the accuracy of facial
recognition is improving.

Rapid DNA technology is another new tool that is helping in-
vestigators work smarter and faster. DNA labs are overwhelmed
and analysis on samples in some jurisdictions is pretty much
limited to violent felony crimes.

Even the processing of felony crime DNA samples can take
weeks or months before investigators see the results. In con-
trast, rapid DNA systems can yield results in as little as 90 min-
utes. They are commonly used to identify suspects in custody
who often have multiple street names and aliases. They are
also frequently used to identify suspects and victims at crime
scenes. This quick ID information can lead to much faster de-
velopment of leads by the investigators.

Rapid ballistics processing is an-
other recently developed tool that
investigators are using to close cases.
This technology allows users to per-
form presumptive analysis on casings
and bullets. The information can be
used to show that a specific firearm
was at a crime scene, and it is not un-
usual for investigators to be able to
track the use of a specific weapon at more than one scene,
which can help them close multiple cases.

One of the biggest dilemmas facing law enforcement
agencies in general and detective divisions specifically is:
What to do with all the video? So many criminal cases now
involve video, sometimes from multiple sources, and there is
no way that investigators can sit and watch it all. Thankfully,
they don’t have to. There are now a number of different tools
that can quickly review video and search for faces or other
keyimages.

Providing law enforcement with tools to speed up the inves-
tigative process is more critical now than ever. Agencies are
facing critical officer shortages and one of the first things they
do in these situations is send detectives out on patrol. We saw
thatlast month as the coronavirus crisis intensified.

That leaves the detectives who are still investigating cases
with even more work. Which means agencies need to find ways
to make their detectives more efficient and more productive.
The tools mentioned in this column and others in development
may be the answer to how that can be done. @
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Find. Identify. Respond.

The Radkye SPRD-ER personal
radiation detector is suitable for
all users and be the only radiation
detection and identification
device you need.

e Ensure safety - extremely high dose rate measurement and accuracy

e Stay on mission - detect radiation at greater distances without
increasing false alarms

e Respond swiftly - faster discrimination and adjudication of potential
threats

e Effortless deployment - simplified ID capability for novice to
advanced users

e Reach-back Capability - Mobile APP supports RadResponder™
and remote monitoring integration.

Find out more at thermofisher.com/sprder

© 2020 Thermo Fisher Scientific Inc. All rights reserved. RadResponder is a trademark
of Intuitive Information System Technologies, Inc. All other trademarks are the property
of Thermo Fisher Scientific Inc. and its subsidiaries. Please consult your local sales
representatives for details.

Trade-In
and SAVE!

Trade in a qualifying
radiation detector
and save 20% on the
purchase of a new
RadEye SPRD-ER

ThermoFisher
SCIENTIFIC
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Impossible Aerospace Corporation
Air Support Program

Impossible Aerospace Corporation Reconview
is now offering Air Support, a new Mobile Surveillance Tower i
approach to unmanned law enforce- Whether it is for a large crowd or Streamlight
ment first response. The Impossible parking lot security, Reconview says its Waypoint 300 Rechargeable Light
Air Support program members receive Mobile Surveillance Tower is the ideal Streamlight’s new Waypoint 300 is a
drone hardware, software, training, solution in a situation where increased rechargeable high-lumen, pistol grip
and supportin a turnkey solution surveillance is needed. With a portable spotlight with enhanced down-range
that is ready to deploy at a moment'’s hexagonal design, the Mobile Surveil- lighting capability. Featuring 270,000
notice. When Impossible Aerospace lance Tower is made to offer maximum candela, a 1,039-meter beam dis-
comes out with an improved sensor wind resistance while taking up only tance, and 1,000 lumens on high, the
package or airframe, member agencies a parking space. The company says it Waypoint 300’s powerful long-range
will get these upgrades as deployed provides a 360-degree view of your targeting beam is portable and runs for
systems are turned over. The program surroundings without being seen so 3.75 hours on high and up to 87 hours
addresses FAA clearances, program you can secure a wider area with fewer on low. The Waypoint 300 is avail-
management, operator and tactical personnel. Upgrades provide additional able in black and yellow and comes
training, and aircraft maintenance all in versatility. Ballistic options are avail- with Streamlight’s Limited Lifetime
a managed cost system. able upon request. Warranty.
https://impossible.aero/air-support/ https://reconview.com www.streamlight.com
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NoizeBarrier

Range SA
Headset

When seconds count in active shooter
Situations, go operational in an instant.

Next gen situational awareness meets
enhanced hearing protection in the
multi-use NoizeBarrier Range SA.

Use your range headset and transition into
tactical situations by connecting directly
into your shoulder mic to receive audio.

A MUST for any go-bag.

OTTO

www.otto-comm.com
888.234.6886
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Architects, Shooting Range
Designers & Developers Seminar 2020

10 ATA HSW (Health Safety and Welfare) Gontinuing Edﬁgﬁion Units

Health and Safety—Air Handling, Fire Code , Acoustical Compliance, Noise Ordinance;

Indoor /Outdoor Shooting Range Solutions, OSHA Compliance NIOSH,, UFC, UL
$100 fee includes four plated meals '

JOIN US

October 28-29, 2020
Crowne Plaza Hotel

14670 Duval Rd
Jacksonville, FL

Sponsored by and
RSVP/questions: marketing@troyacoustics.com




THE COLLISION
PREVENTION SYSTEM

HAAS ALERT'S SAFETY CLOUD NOTIFIES DRIVERS IN ADVANCE OF
NEARBY EMERGENCY VEHICLES TO PREVENT CRASHES.

* MELANIE BASICH

NSPIRATION STRUCK CORY HOHS

when he was almost struck by an
ambulance while riding his motor-
cycle down a busy Chicago street.
The vehicle’s lights and sirens
hadn’t been enough to make him
aware of the ambulance until it was
right on top of him. This near miss
led to the development of HAAS
Alert’s Safety Cloud to notify driv-
ers of nearby emergency vehicles
and help prevent collisions.

While conducting research to
create this service, Hohs and his
team learned that vehicle collisions
are the leading cause of death for
law enforcement officers. At that

point, HAAS Alert’s mission became to help prevent such deaths.

“Up until now, the only options were move-over enforce-
ment or educational campaigns, but enforcement and education
aren’t the same as prevention,” says Hohs, CEO and co-founder of
HAAS Alert. “People usually have about 3 seconds to react once
they see lights and hear sirens before impact. It’s closer to 30 sec-
onds with our service, which is usually broadcast to drivers about
a half-mile before they’re approaching a vehicle.”

The earliest versions of the service explored using technol-
ogy to recognize the sound of emergency sirens and then alert
drivers of an approaching vehicle. But in noisy cities that didn't
always work, and it didn’t inform drivers about stationary ve-
hicles with only lights activated for a traffic stop, for example.

Now, HAAS Alert’s Safety Cloud activates and broadcasts an
alertvia a cellular signal when emergency lights and sirens are
active. “That’s the trigger most departments use to know that
these vehicles actually want to be seen and are trying to alert
drivers near the vehicle to their presence,” says Hohs. It’s im-
portant to the company that their service not compromise offi-
cer safety by disclosing police vehicles’ locations.

He says Safety Cloud alerts, which pop up on a smartphone
screen, provide drivers with just enough information to protect
them. They don’t even specify a law enforcement vehicle, just
that some type of emergency vehicle is near. One type of alert
is for stationary vehicles ahead, and the other is for vehicles ac-

tively responding nearby.

The system is most often set up to trigger once an emergency
vehicle’s lightbar is activated, but it is very flexible. Safety Cloud
could be set up to only broadcast alerts to drivers once one spe-
cific lightbar pattern is activated, or it could be connected to a

), U

different device’s “switch” to trigger activation, allowing the ser-
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vice to be used by unmarked cars
without activating lights and sirens.

This flexibility extends beyond
activation. “We intentionally de-
veloped this so that it universally
works with all first responder vehi-
cles, no matter how old, no matter
the make or model,” says Hohs. And
it can connect with any make of
g lightbar and work with any existing
stechnologies being used in the ve-
Ehicle. “It doesn’t have to replace or
&dislodge anything.”
°  Hardware-free

integration is

HAAS Alert’s Safety Cloud lets motorists know that emergency ve- .
hicles are in operation nearby. The alert system can be activated by available, but most Safety Cloud

lightbars or other devices in the first responders’ vehicles. customers choose to connect via a

cellular transponder that wires di-
rectly into their vehicle. It’s about the size of an iPhone and is
made to be unobtrusive. Installation of the entire system takes
only around 30 minutes per vehicle. Once it’s set up, the officer
doesn’t need to do anything differently.

And the service doesn’t require a separate cellular data
package to maintain reliability. “You're sending such a small
amount of data, not like video, so even in a low cell area, this
product has been proven to work great, from large to small ru-
ral departments,” he says.

Around 100 million alerts have been processed through the
service via the Waze crowdsourcing navigation app used by
many drivers on their phones. But HAAS Alert is seeking out
partnerships with many companies to extend its reach, in-
cluding working directly with car manufacturers to eventually
make Safety Cloud digital alerts just as common as a speed alert
warning on a car’s instrument cluster, Hohs says.

The company is already partnering with manufacturers of
police vehicle accessories, such as Code 3, to integrate the ser-
vice into their lightbars. Safety Cloud can also integrate into
vehicles’ existing telematics systems.

To further meet law enforcement agencies’ needs, HAAS Alerts
wants to futureproof Safety Cloud so it will work for years to come.
Should a city get 5G or some other future technology, it’s very easy
to swap out the unit for a newer version, Hohs says. In the mean-
time, the company is constantly updating its core service with
new features, which are added for no additional cost via over-the-
air updates, so there’s no vehicle downtime to receive them.

Cost for the Safety Cloud suite depends on factors including in-
tegration and the length of the service contract, but Hohs says it
usually equates to around a dollar per vehicle per day

www.haasalert.com



® TacCommander™ Bundle Sale

Be Prepared with Greater Protection

Law Enforcement Bundle ($545)

TacCommander™ 9065U Series Black Helmet 3100 Series Shield

Call 800-356-7311 to Order Now!

Get the protective gear you need to keep your whole team safe. TacCommander provides
greater protection than our leading competitor's suits. The patented, flexible design provides
greater maneuverability and comfort. It's the most adjustable suit available. And right now, for
a limited time only, when you buy the TacCommander Suit, a Premier Crown™ 906 Series Black
Helmet and a 3100 Series Shield, you'll receive a special bundled price. Call us to learn more

or to place your order. Or go online to www.sirchie.com to watch the video on why our suit is
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WHY POLIGE DEPARTMENTS NEED
SMART REPORTING TOOLS

REPORTING IS A TIME CONSUMING, YET NECESSARY PART OF AN OFFICER'S WORK SHIFT.
A VETERAN POLICE CHIEF DISCUSSES HOW REPORTING TECHNOLOGY HAS EVOLVED T0

PROTECT THE PUBLIC.

hile TV shows and movies
m glamorize policing—making it

appear as if officers spend
entire shifts chasing down bad guys
and busting up crime rings—real
officers know that’s far from reality.

After spending 38 years policing in

Massachusetts, retired Chief Richard
Stanley has seen and done it all. While
he may have spent part of his days
arresting perpetrators and interacting
with the community, he dedicated just
as much time to completing routine
paperwork.
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“The bane of every officer’s life is
paperwork,” he says, citing research
that confirms officers can spend about
half their shifts on incident reporting
and administrative work.

Stanley further explains how
reporting demands are growing as
mandates, like the National
Incident-Based Reporting System
(NIBRS), require greater detail and
more specificity. The good news is
agencies are applying technology to
make the reporting process more
efficient and less burdensome,
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particularly when compared to
methods used before the digital age.

Stanley recalls how police officers
once typed or handwrote reports
before moving to rudimentary records
management systems (RMS)—which,
in his experience, were sometimes even
less efficient. “Those early systems were
frustrating. We would [often] wind up
losing everything when we pressed
‘save’ due to user or early equipment
errors,” he says.

Today, officers can submit reports
directly from their squad car’s MDC,



which eliminates time-consuming trips
to the station to file reports. However,
these patrol-vehicle-based reporting
systems create new health and safety
issues, including back problems from
non-ergonomic vehicular workstations
and limited situational awareness while
typing into laptops.

Stanley describes this as a lose-lose
situation, given how officers already
feel about reporting. “Officers don’t
become officers to spend half their
shifts typing reports. They want to
patrol the community and make a
difference.”

As the volume of required
paperwork grows, Stanley emphasizes
the need for police managers to apply
technology to make the process more
efficient: “I remember how frustrating
it was to miss calls for service or
activity on the street because I was
doing paperwork. I can onlyimagine
that it’s getting worse.”

“Police officers deserve the best tools
available to make them successful and
keep them safe,” he says. “Additionally,
given the fiduciary responsibility to use
appropriated funds responsibly and
effectively, police managers should
focus on keeping officers on the street
doing the work they were hired to do.”

PROMOTING AWARENESS AND SAFETY

To police effectively, it’s just as important
to see as to be seen. Yet spending up to
halftheir shifts writing reports and the
other half dealing with crime can limit
officers’ perspectives. They become less
aware of their broader surroundings and
less visible in the community, and, worse,
when they are seen it’s often associated
with an adverse event.

“When we overburden officers with
piles of paperwork, they become
frustrated, less effective, and burned
out,” says Stanley.

In-car reporting technology may
increase officers’ omnipresence—but it
comes at a price. The “vehicular office”
can lead to citizen complaints as
well as back problems and other
safety concerns for officers. Itis not
uncommon for a citizen to [incorrectly]
assume when they see an officer “heads
down” typing a report that they are
surfing the web or, worse, dozing on
the job. Additionally, “When officers
are typing reports, they are not paying
attention to their surroundings—

making them more vulnerable,” Stanley
explains.

ENSURING REPORT QUALITY
The role of police officers in the
criminal justice system extends beyond
their response to an initial incident.
Prosecution teams rely on officer
reports to move proceedings forward—
and tight deadlines require officers to
file timely incident reports.

“But when duty calls, officers
have to leave the station—and their
half-finished report—to respond.”

“IT'S IMPORTANT
NOT TO IMPLEMENT
TECHNOLOGY JUST FOR
TECHNOLOGY'S SAKE. IT

NEEDS TO ADAPT TO AN
OFFICER’S WORKFLOW—
AND THAT'S EXACTLY
WHAT DRAGON LAW
ENFORCEMENT DOES.”

According to Stanley, “Anytime they're
pulled away, report quality suffers.”

Regardless of where reporting is
done, interruptions can cause officers
to take a more skeletal approach to
their writing. This results in reports
that are filled with basic information
but lack crucial details that are
imperative for a successful
prosecution. More than just a way
to record complaints, these reports
provide essential documentation for
both civil and criminal litigation.

“We need officers to tell a detailed
story that will stand up in court,”
Stanley says. “Remember, ifit’s not in
the report, it didn’t happen.

USING TECHNOLOGY TO

IMPROVE REPORTING

Today, Stanley is the president of RMS
Associates, a consulting firm that partners
with the law enforcement community to
deliver private-sector solutions to solve
law enforcement challenges.

One technology he sees as beneficial
is Nuance® Dragon’ Law Enforcement.
This speech recognition software helps
officers prepare detailed reports three
times faster than typing while keeping
them more focused on patrol. With
powerful dictation capabilities, Dragon

Law Enforcement improves report
accuracyand timeliness, speeds data
entry, and allows officers to access
information such as license plates,
using voice commands.

“It’s important not to implement
technology just for technology’s sake,”
Stanley says. “It needs to adapt to an
officer’s workflow—and that’s exactly
what Dragon Law Enforcement does.
It turns officers into storytellers and
allows them to fill in the details while
an incident is still fresh in their minds.”

According to Stanley, when police
supervisors talk to an officer on the scene,
the officer shares detailed information
about the incident. But when that same
supervisor reviews the written report,
it often lacks that same nuanced detail.
Ifthe officer hurriedly typed the report,
perhaps days after the incident, it is likely
not to be as comprehensive as the initial
verbal account.

“Dragon Law Enforcement lets
officers capture a more compelling
story of the scene,” he says. “By
inputting the data directly into the
system, it eliminates the need for
transcription and helps avoid lag time
in reporting. Plus, it keeps officers and
their attention on the street.”

Ultimately, the real appeal of
Dragon Law Enforcement is how it
helps police better protect the
communities they serve. “Higher
visibility and more proactive policing
build stronger community relations.
That, along with more cruisers on the
streets, offers a powerful deterrent
effect,” Stanley says.

While policing may never be as
glamorous as the movies portray,
advanced technology is turning law
enforcement into a more fulfilling job.
“No matter what your line of work, you
want to feel good about what you do,”
Stanley observes. @

To hear more from Chief
Richard Stanley about how
technology, including
Nuance Dragon Law
Enforcement, can make
officers more effective,
register for our “3 Ways
Tech Can Improve Active
Community Policing” webinar, which
will be held on Tuesday, April 28, at

2 p.m. EST, at www.PoliceMag.com/
NuanceWebinar
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HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF
FROM COVID-19 INFECTION

ARM YOURSELF WITH THE KNOWLEDGE AND GEAR TO PREVENT THE

SPREAD OF CORONAVIRUS AND OTHER DISEASES.

* NOEL MCCARTHY

With the news full of reports about
the novel coronavirus circulat-
ing around the globe (or COVID-19, as
it is now officially known), this seems
like the perfect time to think about the
threats such viruses pose, especially for
law enforcement officers. For some time
now the U.S. Department of Justice has
been aware of this issue. In fact, its pa-
per “The Role of Law Enforcement in
Public Health Emergencies,” published
more than a decade ago, warned that:

“Public health emergencies pose spe-
cial challenges for law enforcement,
whether the threat is manmade (terror-
ist attacks) or naturally occurring (e.g.,
flu pandemics).”

Of course, the threat to an officer’s
health in such circumstances depends
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on a variety of factors. Will you, for in-
stance, be asked to enforce public
health orders, such as quarantine or-
ders or travel restrictions? Perhaps you
will be required to seal off contaminat-
ed areas, guard health care facilities, or
control unruly crowds. You might even
be called in to protect vaccine stock-
piles or other medical items.

Whatever the situation, you will be in
theline of “viralfire,” so to speak. So, how
can you protect yourself from infection?

Well, the answer, like the question, is
complicated. However, for the moment
let’s just focus on COVID-19 and what it
means to you.

WHAT DOES COVID-19
MEAN/IMPLY/THREATEN?

It's worth reminding people that, on
January 31, 2020, Health and Human

Services Secretary Alex Azar declared a
public health emergency for the United
States. The aim being to help the coun-
try’s healthcare community to respond
to COVID-19.

Like MERS-CoV and SARS-CoV,
COVID-19 is a betacoronavirus, and
they all have their origins in bats. As
you probably know, the epicenter of the
outbreak was in the Chinese city of Wu-
han in Hubei Province. However, even
though this suggests an animal-to-per-
son spread early on, it now seems to be
spreading person-to-person.

Symptoms

Since you deal with the public every
day, you should be alert to the symp-
toms of COVID-19. The virus can take
anywhere from two to 14 days to incu-
bate, and even then, some of the infect-
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ed may not exhibit any signs. However,

know the main signs:

» Fever

» Cough

« Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
Some victims have also reported

having headaches, being excessive-

ly tired, and suffering from diarrhea.

The fact is that COVID-19 can range in

severity from very mild to acute. Older

people or those with underlying medi-

cal conditions are especially at risk.

How to Protect Yourself

It is not inevitable that you will be in-
fected by COVID-19, but the fact that
you deal with many different people
in many different circumstances every
day means you are perhaps more vul-
nerable than others.

According to the CDC (Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention),
the virus spreads “Mainly from per-
son-to-person via respiratory droplets...
[which are] produced when an infected
person coughs or sneezes and can...be

inhaled into the lungs of people who are

nearby.”

If you and/or your fellow officers
should come into contact with a victim
of the virus, try to do the following:

*« Wear the proper personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE) and make
sure it is correctly fitted. Use the
“buddy system” with your fellow of-
ficer(s) to check that each of you has
followed protocols.

o If at all possible, try to maintain a dis-
tance of atleast six feet from the infect-
ed person. This will prove difficult, but
you should try nevertheless.

eWash your hands (for at least 20
seconds) with soap and water as
many times a day as is practical. If
soap and water are not available, use
an alcohol-based hand sanitizer.

o Very important: Avoid touching your
face—especially your mouth, eyes, and
nose—with unwashed hands.

o If you have to transport a COVID-19
victim to a hospital (or any health care
facility for that matter) make sure a

trained Emergency Medical Service/
Emergency Medical Technician han-
dles the actual transportation. Do not
use your squad car.

WHAT YOU SHOULD CARRY
It’s almost inevitable that at some point
you'll come into contact with a person
who is—or is suspected of being—in-
fected with COVID-19. You should carry
some sort of Personal Protective Equip-
ment (PPE). Of course, there are many
different types of PPE, but at a very min-
imum you should have available:
o A pair of disposable examination gloves.
» A disposable isolation gown or sin-
gle-use coveralls.
o ANIOSH-approved particulate respirator.
« Eye protection, e.g. goggles or dis-
posable face shields that cover
the entire face.

Of course, you may also come into
close contact with (potentially infect-
ed) individuals if you are effecting an ar-
rest. Inwhich case, you should follow the
CDC's guidelines on the subject:

A Vehicle Used to Search
all Environments...

safe and quickly with a JW Fishers
commercial grade ROV
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- Highly Portable

- Commercial grade

- High power LED lighting

- 1,000’ depth capability

- (4) high output motors

- Pan & tilt front AND rear
cameras come standard

- Starting at $20,995

JW Fishers Mfg., Inc.
(800)822-4744
(508)822-7330

Email: info@jwfishers.com
www.jwfishers.com
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¢ “Clean and disinfect duty belt and
gear prior to reuse using a household
cleaning spray or wipe, according to
the product label.

¢ “Follow standard operating proce-
dures for the containment and dispos-
al of used PPE.

¢ “Follow standard operating proce-
dures for containing and launder-
ingclothes. Avoid shakingthe clothes.”

If you have any questions regarding
the foregoing items consult the CDC’s
Interim Guidance for EMS.

HOPE FOR THE BEST AND

PLAN FOR THE WORST

If you are fortunate enough to be in a

command position, you obviously have

to be aware of the needs of the gener-

al public—and the safety and welfare

of your officers. You need to define and

communicate your goals should you, or

one of your officers, contract COVID-19.

There are at least four key objectives:

1. Lowering transmission levels among
the staff.

2.Safeguarding those at higher risk
from the virus.

3. Continuing essential policing procedures.

4. Reducing (as much as possible) the
effects of your infection on oth-
er critical public services such as fire
departments, EMS, power and light
companies, sanitation efforts and
communications.

It's also very important that you have
contingency plans in place to handle
the increased numbers of absences be-
cause of employee and family-related
illness. Cross-training your staff is one
way of being able to carry out essen-
tial functions, even if your workforce
is seriously depleted. But be prepared
to change your plans so that you can
maintain critical operations.

Itgoes without saying thatyou should
make your plans known to those afore-
mentioned critical public services and
coordinate your efforts with theirs.

BY NO MEANS A CLOSING THOUGHT
At this point it should come as no sur-

prise that with COVID-19 we are deal-
ing with a virus that is both versatile
and, in some cases, deadly. However,
despite all the media “excitement” and
the fear that is now engulfing a large
portion of the U.S. population, we have
the knowledge and expertise to deal
with this crisis.

In fact, there are many, manyreliable
resources you can turn to for help and
advice. Here are some of the organiza-
tions whose publications will provide
information you may find useful:

World Health Organization
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
UK National Health Service @

Noel McCarthy has worked as a writer
and editor throughout his career. A former
director for Thomson Reuters, Noel also
worked for PwC for 17 years. A staff writer
for Sterifab, Noel's expertise in bed bugs is
a newfound hobby of sorts. He has enjoyed
learning about these pesky little pests and
others such as lice and mites.

= Made in the USA
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ALPR Data Becomes
Powerful Intel with
the ELSAG® Enterprise
Operations Center

ELSAG® EOC data management and crime analysis
software lets you share, mine and analyze your

ALPR data to resolve cases faster. Find clues, patterns,
evidence and form theories by querying different

sets of criteria. The ELSAG EOC strictly manages

user access and logs all user activity, supporting
agency protocol for data use and storage. Know

more and work faster with the ELSAG EOC.
ELSAGinfo@leonardocompany-us.com

Visit us at IACP Technology Conference, Booth #201

Helicopters | Aeronautics | Electronics, Defense & Security Systems | Space
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twas 20 years ago, and Ken
I] Washington was working an

undercover operation for the
Oconee County (SC) Sheriff’s Office to
buy a “quantity of cocaine” while
inside a residence. He was armed and
he was wearing a wire—the old-fash-
ioned kind that could be easily
discovered. Fortunately, the bad guys
didn’t know that Washington was an
undercover officer. But they suspected
someone in the room was working
with law enforcement.

Washington was sitting between two
men on a couch. The dealer entered the
room with two other men. “He pulled
out a gun and stuck it in the face of the
guy next to me. ‘Lift up your shirt!’,” re-
calls Washington, now a captain with
the Oconee County Sheriff’s Office.
“They pulled him to his feet and jerked
his pants down. I thought I was next. I
had myweapon in the small of my back,
and I was trying to maneuver in a posi-
tion to get to it.”

Fortunately, Washington didn’t need
his pistol. For some reason, checking
just one of the three buyers was enough
to satisfy that dealer. But Washington
knows that wearing a wire can be an in-
tense experience.

Fast forward 20 years, and this sce-
nario is completely different thanks to a
piece of software. Now an officer or an in-
formant can record a narcotics buy and
capture it all on their smartphone with-
out the dealer (or the informant) even
knowing that he or she is being recorded.

This is the power that today’s gener-
ation of undercover officers have in the
palm of their hands. And reflecting on

18 POLICE APRIL 2020

his earlier life as an undercover officer,
is why Washington thinks the LETS vid-
eo-audio surveillance system (www.
letscorp.us) is a critical piece of officer
safety gear.

“Any manager of a narcotics unit who
is using undercover officers and infor-
mants to make buys would really do
themselves a disservice if they didn’t
check out the LETS systems,” Washing-
ton says. “I've never seen a technology
that is so important to narcotics opera-
tions, it’s a must.”

DESIGNED FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT,

EASY TO USE

Developed by Law Enforcement Tech-
nologies (LETS) in 2006 at the request
of the San Francisco office of the FBI,
the LETS system turns an ordinary
smartphone into a proverbial “wire,”
replacing all the covert body-worn

HOW TO TURN SMARTPHONES
INTO GOUERT VIDEC-RUDIO RECORDERS

UNDERCOVER OFFICERS NEED A RELIABLE AND UNDETECTABLE WAY
T0 GATHER VIDEO AND AUDIO EVIDENCE DURING AN OPERATION—
AND STAY SAFE AT THE SAME TIME. THE LETS SYSTEM PROVIDES
OFFICERS THE CONFIDENCE AND RELIABILITY TO GATHER THIS

CRUCIAL EVIDENCE SAFELY.

systems that can lead to discovery
and tragedy for an undercover officer
or informant.

The app was first launched as an au-
dio-only tool. It has evolved to become
more robust, including video with
very little latency. For example, a stan-
dard commercial streaming video sys-
tem has a delay of 15 to 30 seconds. In
contrast, the latest LETS product, the
Magnum Streaming Video Recording
System, has a latency of four to six sec-
onds. That may not sound like much,
but when an officer or an informant is
working undercover, it could mean the
difference between a successful opera-
tion and discovery and failure.

Washington who is now commander
of the Oconee County Sheriff’s Office’s
Special Operations Division notes that
during multijurisdictional and even
multi-state investigations, other agen-



cies are impressed by the capabilities
of LETS.

“In one of our investigations the North
Carolina and Georgia agencies [working
with us] said they wanted to use LETS.
They were very impressed by the system
because it let everybody listen to what
was going on while we were running
surveillance,” Washington says.

Oconee County SO uses LETS as a co-
vert surveillance system on the phones
of undercover officers and informants,
but it also uses the software as a com-
munications tool. “We have had an op-
eration with nine narcotics officers is
separate vehicles, and the LETS system
allowed everybody to listen in and was
much better for communications than
radios,” Washington says, adding that
it is easy for him to set up officers, even
officers from other agencies, with the
system during operations.

Washington, who supervises his
agency’s SWAT team as one of his duties,
expands on the benefits of using LETS
as a critical tool for tactical awareness
and communications. “You can have
multiple operators hear and see what is
going on at the same time,” he says. Ne-
gotiators can also use a LETS-equipped
phone as a throw phone to give to barri-
caded suspects and hostage takers.

Asacommunications platform, LETS
prevents one officer from monopolizing
the radio when a commander needs to
issue orders. “Some officers just love
to talk, and they keep their mics keyed
and lock everybody else off of the ra-
dio. With LETS a commander can talk
over them and order them to be quiet,”
Washington says.

SECURE SYSTEM, HARD EVIDENCE

The LETS system was built from the
ground up for law enforcement oper-
ations security in mind. Every time a
user starts a new recording in the LETS
system, the software creates a new se-

cure server to store the data.
This makes it nearly impossible
for unauthorized people to hack
into the streaming feed and view
it.

The LETS platform runs en-
tirely in the background of the
phone and it can be used on nu-
merous makes and models. This
camouflages the process from
the targeted bad guys and even the
informants who are given the phone
during operations. Washington says this
is a critical feature because today’s in-
formant is tomorrow’s targeted dealer or
atleast the targeted dealer’s accomplice.

Throughout the surveillance, the law
enforcement officers are the only ones
who are aware of how the LETS system
really works and itis never shown to the
informants, according to Washington.
“They think we are just giving them a
phone,” he says.

Additional security features in the
LETS system ensure that the chain of
evidence is preserved all the way to
prosecution. Each file has a unique
hash number. If a file is changed in any
way, that number changes as well. This
proves that the file has not been altered
since it was recorded. Washington says
he has never had a problem demon-
strating chain of evidence while using
LETS, and was a major question he had
from the beginning.

He says the company has been very
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responsive to his questions and its cus-
tomer service has been first rate.

LOOKING AHEAD

Washington says he hopes future ver-
sions of LETS adds more features for tac-
tical applications. And he’s in luck be-
cause the company’s website highlights
some of the new features of the soon-to-
be-released LETS 2020, and theyinclude
a host of improvements, including:

e Three-way call coaching that allows
officers to listen in while informants
or undercover officers have a conver-
sation with a target.

e Drag-and-drop case and evidence
management

e Agencywide user access and man-
agement

« FedRAMP-compliant secure cloud storage

e Drone video streaming

That last one could be an important
intelligence sharing tool for tactical
units, Washington says. The Oconee
County SO recently added drone capa-
bilities, and Washington is a certified
UAS (unmanned aerial system) pi-
lot. He says the agency is even adding
mini drones to its tool kit so that SWAT
can gain intelligence inside buildings
during callouts.

“To be able to watch live streaming
video from a drone inside a building
during an operation, that will make our
lives so much easier and help keep our
SWAT operators safe,” he says. €
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MAKING BETTER GROWD
GONTROL GEAR AND RESTRAINTS

MANUFACTURERS OF CROWD CONTROL EQUIPMENT AND RESTRAINTS ARE WORKING HARD
T0 ENHANCE THEIR PRODUCTS WITH NEW FEATURES DESIGNED TO PREVENT SERIOUS
INJURY TO OFFICERS AND SUBJECTS.

Melanie Basich

WHEN YOU'RE MANAGING LARGE GROUPS of people and trying to maintain some semblance of order, the right equipment can
make a big difference. From communicating with concertgoers to arresting protestors, here’s a selection of tools to add to your kit.

ALTERNATIVE BALLISTIC

ALTERNATIVE IMPACT DEVICE

The Alternative from Alternative Ballistics is a blunt force impact device that is fired
from an officer’s duty pistol. The Alternative projectile fits over part of the slide and
the muzzle of the pistol. “Once the sidearm is fired the bullet travels down the barrel
and welds itself inside the projectile,” the company says. “The bullet and projectile in-
stantly becomes one unit and the kinetic energy is simultaneously transferred, which
propels the projectile toward the target.” The company says the impact of the Alter-
native projectile is the equivalent of being hit by a “170-mph fastball.” According to
Alternative Ballistics, the Alternative is intended to be used in situations where deadly
force is legally justified. Once the Alternative has cleared the muzzle, the officer can

follow up with deadly force, if necessary.
http://alternativeballistics.com

AMPLIVOX ARMOR EXPRESS
PORTABLE WIRELESS PA SYSTEM AMP-1TP BALLISTIC HELMET

AmpliVox Sound Systems has introduced an upgraded
version of its Digital Audio Travel Partner Plus wire-
less portable PA system with a 96-channel wireless
receiver. The company says the new capability will help
increase sound coverage and reduce wireless channel
interference. The system features a 250-watt amplifier,
delivering clear sound to crowds of up to 7,500 people

The one-size-fits-most Busch PROtective AMP-1 TP helmet from
Armor Express is designed to protect the wearer from close-quar-
ter combat threats. The lightweight helmet is made of an aramid
composite for ballistic protection. Increased edge and multi-im-
pact capabilities enhance its protective area by up to 50%, com-
pared to standard ballistic helmets, the company says. The AMP-1
: - TP also offers high fragmentation protection and is certified to
indoors or out, in areas up to 25,000 square feet. Itoffers o ypaM-3, NIJ, DEA, and FBI protocols. An optional face shield
complete portability, with built-in wheels and retract- can protect the wearer from blunt force impact and liquid threats,

able handle, Pl}ls arechargeable battery that runs up to while providing Level IITA ballistic and fragmentation protection.
10 hours on a single charge. WWW.armorexpress,com

www.ampli.com

ASP

TRANSPORT SYSTEM

ASP’s Transport System is a specialized line of restraints designed for corrections, trans-
port, and courtroom use. The hub of the system is the company’s Rigid Ultra Cuff wrist
restraints, which provide a central connecting point for other system elements, includ-
ing a waist chain, extra-long waist-to-leg chain, and ankle cuffs. The modular system

is designed with officer safety as a priority—the subject remains secured while compo-
nents are added, removed or adjusted, and a key is not present when securing the locks.
The all-in-one Transport Plus set includes the rigid cuffs and key, a set of ankle cuffs, an
extra-long chain to secure around the waist and connect the upper and lower elements,

and high-security auto-locking blocks, and keys.
Www.asp-usa.com
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AXON

TASER 7

The TASER 7 is the
latest electronic control

weapon (ECW) from Axon. Axon says the TASER 7

is its most effective ECW with features that include
rapid arc technology to compensate for narrow probe
spreads and spiral darts that fly straighter and faster
than previous TASER darts. The new darts have
double the kinetic energy on impact so that they can
compress loose clothing. TASER 7 cartridges are op-
timized for short shots, with 93% more probe spread
at close range. The company says this is critically
important as 85% of TASER deployments occur at
closerange. TASER 7 is the first Axon CEW to connect
wirelessly to the Axon network for firmware updates

and inventory management.
WWW.axon.com

LA POLICE GEAR
BFE STRETCH PANT

www.lapolicegear.com

EDI

RUB-X RIOT SHIELD

The RUB-Xriot shield from Executive Defense International (EDI) is light-
weight and provides protection against a number of common riot threats. The
shield is molded with a durable suction-mold style, and has a strong protective
hardened black border around the edges. The protective black border helps
prevent the shield from chipping during use and also protects officers against

higher-impact threats. Compatible with FoxFury's tactical shield light.
www.execdefense.com

HUMANE RESTRAINT

HAND KUZI

Humane Restraint’s Hand Kuzi restricts dexterity so that prisoners can-
not manipulate contraband or other potential hazards while handcuffed.
The Kuzi is 10.5 inches deep and 4 inches in diameter. It's made with
2-inch nylon cordura, and features a 1-inch D-ring and heavy duty plastic

sheeting. Handcuffs are sold separately.
www.humanerestraint.com

LA Police Gear says the BFE Stretch Tactical Pant is the result of its mission to design a tough, comfortable, practical,

and stylish tactical pant. The pant is made of a 67% polyester and 33% cotton fabric blend with mechanical stretch

builtin. The pant features zippered cargo pockets with interior organization for mags, tourniquets, and other gear;
rear hip pockets sized for rifle magazines and cell phones; and many other tactical pant standards.

The greatest rivalries in
criminal history are alive at the
National Law Enforcement Museum

- GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY

National Law
Enforcement
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LTL VANTAGE

SURELOC RESTRAINTS

LTL Vantage is the exclusive producer of
SureLock cut-resistant restraints, a patent-
ed device for maintaining flexible control
while restraining prisoners, detainees, or
medical patients. SureLock was designed
for controlling violent, drug-intoxicated,
or mentally ill subjects. Two embedded
stainless steel cords are woven into the
waist belt and hand tethers, making the
restraint cut-resistant. By simply pulling
the tether handles, the escorting personnel
can retract a subject’s movement to any
degree up to the point of immobilization
without compromising a subject’s health

and safety, LTL Vantage says.
http://surelockrestraints.com

SIRCHIE
TACCOMMANDER RIOT SUIT

Sirchie’s TacCommander modular riot suit system allows a wide range of body sizes to use the
same suit. A patented hammock system in knee and elbow pads provides shock absorption and
greater comfort. The TacCommander offers full torso coverage and chest protection with front and
back removable blunt force trauma plates that can be replaced with ballistic plates. It provides
maneuverability with adjustable connectors between pads. It is now available with an optional
flame-resistant treatment for added protection during a riot or violent protest. www.sirchie.com &

SABRE SECURITY EQUIPMENT CORPORATION

0.68 CALIBER LAUNCHER AND PROJECTILES

Sabre’s SL-SAC less-lethal launcher deploys 0.68 caliber projectiles containing OC formula/
Pava. It is designed to be accurate up to 66 feet but can be used at a distance of up to 175 feet.
It features auto feed technology with a hopper that holds up to 200 projectiles and is fully
pneumatic so there are no batteries required. The 26¢i/3000psi compressed air system pro-

vides up to 200 shots per fill for continuous fire. An optional folding stock is also available.
www.sabrered.com/law-enforcement-corrections

SAFARILAND

PRAETORIAN RIOT SUIT

The Praetorian Riot Suit from Monadnock, a Safariland brand, is a hard polypropylene
modular riot suit with a shock absorbing padded layer. Its modular design allows for
interchangeable suit parts and pieces, and the quick-release buckle system allows fast
donning and doffing. Articulating elbow and knee pads allow for improved movement,
and suit ventilation and padding make it more comfortable to wear than some riot suits.

Additional padding and support are incorporated in the shoulder, elbow, groin, and knee.
www.safariland.com

INVISIO

Law Enforcement

Tactical Communications and Hearing Protection Systems

INVISIO

POLICEMAG.COM 23


http://www.sabrered.com/law-enforcement-corrections
http://www.sirchie.com

TECHNOLOGY AND
GUN GRIME

TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS TO CLOSE THE GAP
BETWEEN SOLVING GUN CRIME AND PREVENTING GUN CRIME

n the fight against violent
crime, law enforcement
agencies are making greater

use of technology. New investigative
technologies can provide strategic
advantages to administrators as well as
tactical advantages to investigators in
the field. For example, technologies
thatimprove an agency’s ability to
analyze crime-scene evidence and
data, can also provide:

« investigative leads that help solve

criminal cases,
« intelligence that can help disrupt
future criminal acts, and

 objective evaluation of crime-
scene evidence to support court
testimony and improve prosecuto-
rial success rates.

One such technology is IBIS, the In-
tegrated Ballistic Identification System,
which is the backbone of the National
Integrated Ballistic Information Net-
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work (NIBIN) managed by ATF, since
the late 20th century. NIBIN is a na-
tional network linking over 5,000 law
enforcement agencies nationwide pro-
viding agencies with technology that
allows them to not only solve criminal
cases but positions them to prevent fu-
ture gun crime events.

THE COST OF GUN CRIME

Before moving on to the technology,
it’s important to understand the cost
of gun crime in society. In 2012, the na-
tionwide societal cost of firearm-related
injuries was estimated to be in excess
of $174 billion. This includes work loss,
medical care, mental health, emergen-
cy transport, police, criminal justice,
insurance claim processing, employer
cost, and quality of life. And $7.84 bil-
lion of it is governmental costs. In Chi-

cago alone, these costs were estimated
at $1.1 billion for 2010, with Houston
and Philadelphia at or near three-quar-
ters of a billion dollars.

A 2012 case study of eight major
U.S. cities included calculations of po-
tential government savings and other
benefits that would accompany signif-
icantreductions in violent crime. One
findingis that a small reduction in gun
crime in a city can result in big savings
and other benefits to that city. In Chi-
cago for instance, it is estimated that
a 10% reduction in gun crime would
lead to government savings of $5 mil-
lion. Also, housing value would rise by
$4.4 billion.

How does technology help?

IBIS BALLISTIC-IMAGING TECHNOLOGY
The Police Foundation has called bal-
listic imaging “A critical forensic tool for
solving gun crimes and to improve real
time case information and intelligence
data” in the United States. Worldwide,
IBIS is the leader in ballistic imaging
technology consisting of BRASSTRAX for
fired cartridge cases and BULLETTRAX
for fired bullets.

Each firearm has machined parts
that have unique tool marks that leave
unique markings on the ammunition
it fires, like individual fingerprints. So,
as a cartridge is fired, each fired bullet
and cartridge case bears microscopic
markings imparted by that firearm that
can distinguish it from other firearms.
Trained technicians use IBIS to image
these marks (hence, ballistic imaging)
for searching against a nationwide da-
tabase of over 4 million entries in the
United States alone.

IBIS then looks at images of the evi-
dence (recovered crime-scene bullets
and cartridge cases, as well as test fires



from seized firearms) and compares

those images to evidence from other

crime scenes. And like Google search
results, the powerful IBIS algorithms
reveal the most likely matches, which
are often sufficiently apparent to pro-
vide investigative leads, regardless of

SUGCESS STORY

One police department incorporated

NIBIN into its property division.

e Evidence technicians were trained
to routinely process firearm-re-
lated evidence for pre-NIBIN work
including latent print processing,
DNA swabbing, and test firing of
firearms.

e Upon submission, NIBIN-eligible ev-
idence was immediately segregated
into a separate area for processing.

e Prior to it being placed on the shelf
for longer term storage, the evi-
dence was processed and entered
into NIBIN.

e Over a period of one year, 75% of

submitted evidence was entered

and correlation results reviewed
within 3 days, with 95% of submit-

ted evidence processed within a

week. Evidence which routinely took

more than a week included evidence
from homicides and assaults with
intent to kill.

The number of NIBIN entries over

the course of that first year was

close to 3,000. Timeliness was key
to helping that agency identify
and/or arrest over 100 individuals
involved in shootings in that city
that year.
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distance or time. This helps uncover
links between crimes that may other-
wise have gone unconnected.

Not only have such searches result-
edinalink between a firearm seized
from a weapons violation incident in
2017 and an unsolved homicide in Cal-
ifornia committed more than 20 years
earlier, searches in NIBIN have yielded
over 200,000 investigative leads.

The capability of BRASSTRAX and
BULLETTRAX to acquire high-defi-
nition 3D images along with high-res-
olution 2D images has significantly
increased the performance of search-
es. This is critical as more and more
agencies are seeing the timely value of
ballistic intelligence and the database
size continues to increase. Further, the
technological advancements have also
made visual comparisons easier, allow-
ing trained technicians to make visual
comparisons with higher confidence
and provide leads to investigators
with unparalleled timeliness. This has
transformed existing crime gun strate-
gies from a reactive approach to a pro-
active approach allowing investigators
to disrupt violent crime and prevent
the next shooting.

OBJECTIVE EVALUATION OF EVIDENCE —
THE NEXT FRONTIER

Ultra Electronics Forensic Technology
has devoted the last 25 years develop-

ing ballistic imaging and identification
solutions that help law enforcement
agencies build preventive crime gun
strategies, as well as solve gun crime.
With that firmly addressed, we will con-
tinue on this path and will also tackle
new challenges in the justice system.

For example, there’s a growing need
to support firearm-examiner court-tes-
timony with data that supports the
examiner’s conclusion that a set of car-
tridge cases or bullets were fired from
the same gun. Giving examiners the
tools and means to perform quantita-
tive analysis will arm them with the
data needed to support their visual
conclusion. For example, one measure
is an error rate indicating the probabil-
ity that two cartridge cases or bullets
did not come from the same firearm.

Soon, firearm examiners will have ac-
cess to a tool to help allay the concerns of
the courts, which have been concerned
with the subjective nature of opinion in
forensic firearm examinations. Not only
that but the imaging technology and
virtual microscopy will allow for greater
collaboration among firearm examin-
ers than currently exists. Imagine one
agency acquiring a bullet and getting a
potential lead with a bullet from a crime
that was entered states away. No longer
do firearm examiners have to arrange for
evidence to be shipped and wait weeks
for any sort of analysis to come back. The
images can be electronically shared, and
examiners perform virtual comparisons
of the imaged bullets.

INNOVATING TODAY, FOR A

SAFER TOMORROW

At Ultra Electronics Forensic Technolo-
gy, our mission is to provide innovative
solutions for a safer tomorrow. In ad-
dition to the large IBIS network in the
USA, we have provided innovative IBIS
solutions to law enforcement agencies
in over 80 countries worldwide. This
includes the United Kingdom, South
Africa, the Philippines, Canada, and
Australia, as well as INTERPOL which
operates IBIN, the INTERPOL Ballis-
tic Information Network. Each of these
countries has made IBIS a central part
of its crime-fighting efforts.

IBIS helps law enforcement and
prosecutors fight crime, but it also
helps re-establish value in communi-
ties that have been subject to violent

gun crime. €
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STOPPING OFFICER

KNOW THE WARNING SIGNS AND THE
RESOURCES AVAILABLE SO YOU CAN HELP
A COLLEAGUE CONTEMPLATING SUICIDE
BEFORE IT'S TOO LATE.

Doug Wyllie




nJanuary, POLICE reported the
I] tragic news that in 2019, more

American law enforcement of-
ficers reportedly died by suicide than
those who died in the line of duty.

According to data released by Blue
H.E.L.P.—an organization that tracks
police officer suicides while simultane-
ously seeking to prevent such tragedies
from occurring—228 American officers
died by suicide in 2019.

By comparison, 132 police offi-
cers died in the line of duty last year.
This is a substantial decrease in duty
deaths in comparison to previous
years—indeed, a decrease of 20%
compared to 166 in 2018, 175 in 2017,
and 175 in 2016.

Yet while duty deaths declined in
2019, the number of reported police of-
ficer suicides—including active-duty
and recently retired—increased signifi-
cantly. Compared to 228 in 2019, there
were 169 reported suicides in 2018. The
number of reported suicide deaths was
168 in 2017 and 143 in 2016.

Agencies across the country are be-
ginning to recognize the problem of of-
ficer suicide.

For example, the New York Police De-
partment—which suffered a tragically
substantial number of officer suicides
last year—has declared that it will de-
ploy psychologists to every borough to
encourage better officer mental health
and wellness.

Other agencies have increased their
efforts to make post-traumatic stress—a
topic that has for decades been taboo—
something that officers can discuss
without fear of professional repercus-
sion. This is obvious progress toward the
goal of smashing the stigma of officers
seeking help when they know they’re
approaching crisis.

Two areas that law enforcement of-
ficers and organizations can continue
to improve upon are recognizing the
warning signs of a potentially suicidal
officer—or dispatcher, or administra-
tive staff, or any other employee—and
knowing the wealth of resources avail-
able to provide assistance.

Families of officers who died by sui-
cide—as well as department colleagues
left behind—frequently say the offi-
cers displayed visible warning signs of

life-threatening mental or emotional

crisis that only really registered after

the officer’s death.

Some of those warning signs include:

« Displaying feelings of hopelessness

» Withdrawing from friends and family

e Increase in alcohol consumption

 Noticeable change in weight—either
gain or loss

» Ending typically beloved recreational
activities

e Sudden, unexpected outbursts of an-
ger or sadness

e Increased risk-taking both on and
off duty

¢ A change in attitude or personal de-
meanor

« Saying things like, “You'll take care of
my family if I die, right?”

« Threatening suicide—many suicide
victims verbally telegraph their death

Some of these behaviors are far more

likely to be observed by an officer’s col-

leagues than his family, particularly the

last three listed.

AVAILABLE RESOURCES

If you observe in your co-worker or
spouse any of these behaviors, let them
know that you care enough about them

24/7, free and confidential support for
people in distress. The Lifeline website
also provides prevention and crisis re-
sources for you or your loved ones, and
best practices for professionals.

Safe Call Now is one of the organi-
zations that offers those services spe-
cifically for first responders. It was
established in April 2009 by Washing-
ton state Lieutenant Governor Brad
Owen, Congressman Dave Reichert,
and Gil Kerlikowski with the mission
of ensuring that no first responder or
public safety employee walk through
a crisis alone.

There is also Copline, a not-for-profit
organization dedicated to serving law
enforcement officers and their fam-
ilies by providing a confidential 24-
hour hotline answered by retired law
enforcement officers. Copline peer lis-
teners are trained in crisis intervention
and can offer referrals to specifically
skilled mental health professionals in
the caller’s area for follow-up and con-
tinued assistance.

Badge of Life is a not-for-profit orga-
nization with the mission of educating
and training law enforcement about
mental health and suicide prevention.

Saying something along the lines of “I care about you
enough to act to ask you how you’re doing’ can he the
difference hetween saving a life and watching the funeral
procession of an officer who died by his or her own hand.

to suggest that they get help. They can
seek the assistance of a department re-
source like a mental health counselor or
chaplain. They can talk with an outside
psychiatrist or psychologist.

Further, there is plenty of litera-
ture available to help officers in cri-
sis. Books like “Emotional Survival
for Law Enforcement” by Dr. Kevin
Gilmartin, “I Love a Cop” by Dr. El-
len Kirshman, and “Armor Your Self”
by John Marx can be great resources
for officers who may be approaching
crisis. Add to that list books like “The
Price they Pay” by Karen Solomon and
Jeffry McGill—two of the founders of
BlueH.E.L.P.

Then, there is the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline, which provides

The Illi